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d shiver through town 


Rick Hampson Us A TODAY 


LACKAWANNA, 
of producing recn 


tiJ.Y. - This battered old steel town, which helped produce the weapons that beat Adolf Hitler, now is accused 
Jits for Osama bin Laden ( news - web sit es). 




• Post Seot. 11. t 

ie 

airoort bar is lor 

elier 

than ever 

• Tread liohtlv wh 

en 

entering a new I 

ob 


People here are shocked by charges that five young Yemeni-Americans - native-born U.S. citipns 
who went to Lackawanna High and rooted for the Buffalo Bills - trained last year at the same al- 
Qaeda base in Afghanistan ( news - web sites ) as John Walker Lindh. 

The weekend arrests challenge the notion that the threat of domestic terrorism is limited to hotbeds 
of Islamic militancy such as Detroit or Jersey City. 
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"It just sends a shiver down your spine, to think that this kind of thing happened here right in our 
backyard," Lackawanna Mayor John Kuryak says. "You ask, 'How could it happen here? 

Members of Lackawanna's Yemeni community describe the five arrested men as "all-American." 
They include a telemarketer, a used car salesman and a former high school soccer star who was 
named friendliest in his class. Four are married, and three have children. All are registered voters - 
Democrats, The Buffalo News reported. 

Although officials say the investigation stems from a tip from the Musiim community, friends, 
relatives and neighbors of the accused insisted Sunday that they are innocent. 

"These guys spent all their time trying to feed their families. They had no time for terrorism," says 
Ahmed Jamil, a resident of the neighborhood where the five lived within blocks of one another. 

The suspects seem strikingly mainstream: 

* Yasein Taher, 24, is a former soccer star at Lackawanna High, where he was co-captain in his 
senior year. He also was voted friendliest in his class. He is married with a young son. 

* Shafal Mosed, 24, works for a telemarketing company and attends a community college. He is 
married and has a 3-year-old boy. 

* Yahya Goba, 25, was married earlier this year and has been fixing up a small, white frame house 
that he and his wife bought. 
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(AP Video) 


* Faysal Galab, 26, a used-car salesman, is married with two children. 

* Sahim Alwan, 29, said in court Saturday that he earns $31,500 a year at a social services agency. 
He sometimes leads prayers at the mosque. 
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Times. A federal official told the newspaper that more details on the arrest would be given today. 

If they were all-American, they were far from realizing the American Dream. 

Two were unemployed: Goba. who told the judge he was $6,000 in debt, and Taher, who lost his job 
at a collection agency. Galab, the car salesman, had a suspended drivers license, according 

i Buffalo News. 


Mosed-s mother. Fatima, described his day this way; "He gets up in the morning, and he works, works, works." 

Prosecutors say that after the five returned from the training camp in June 2001, they resumed their daily routines. Although 
they wet ch^^^^^^ providing "material support" to foreign terrorists, officials say there is no evidence the men had 

weapons or were planning an attack. 

Prosecutors give 


this account of events leading to the arrests. 
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In spring 2001 , thri Lackawanna men traveled in several groups to Pakistan 

Afghantetan and spent several weeks at the terrorist training camp, where they received weapohs traihing. At one point. 

Laden visited and spoke to the trainees. 

It was the same camp John Walker Lindh attended, but officials declined to say whether Lindh, who is in prison, assisted with 
the investigation. 

After returninq to Lackawanna, the five men were questioned by the FBI ( news - websit . e _s). They denied being at the camp^ 
But last week a man identified by prosecutors only as an unindicted co-conspirator admitted in an interview overseas 

and the others had been there. 

Confronted with the admission, Alwan confirmed it. He and the others were arrested Friday night and Saturday morning, and 
are being held urtil a detention hearing Wednesday. 

Many members of the Yemeni community say that if the men were up to something, someone would have known. 

"If he-d had beeri into terrorism. I'd have been the first one to know," Albaneh Mosed says of his younger brother. 

Others say the charges may have some basis in fact but have been trumped up. "What's the crime to visiting Pakistan or 
Afghanistan? What makes the FBI think they did anything wrong just by going?" asks Thabit Hussoni, a billiard parlor owner. 

Most in the neighborhood agree that if the five are guilty, it shouldn't reflect on the Yemeni community. 

"This is our courtry, where we have lived for years and raised our children," says Abdul Noman, head of the local soccer 
association and an uncle of Taher. "We are as American as anyone else around here." 

But many say they already were seeing evidence of hard feelings on the part of non-Arabs. 

"People yell out their windows. They stare. They think they know we are bad guys." says Mohammed Salah. who was en route 
to the community's white stucco mosque. 

Meanwhile, sorre non-Arabs view the Yemenis with increasing suspicion. 

"If these five were terrorists in waiting, how could no one else there have known about it?" asks Christine McGee, who was 


at a station near the scene of the arrests. 


Yemeni immigr ants started coming to Lackawanna more than a half-century ago, drawn by work in steel plants. 

Many still live tjiere. But Bethlehem Steel, which once had more than 25,000 workers at its vast complex, now employs fewer 
than 1,000. 

Since Sept. 11,2001, the economy wasn't all Arab-Americans had to worry about. 


































After the attacks or 
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New York and Washington, a reporter for The Buffalo News interviewed Arab-Americans in the area about 
ni I’m driving to work, when I'm at a red light, people look at me," one replied. "We've been saying that more 
mmunity was born here. We look at ourselves as targets, like anyone else. We're targets of both now. 
m. We're double targets, as Muslims and Americans." 
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i-n Alwan of Lackawanna. A year later, he was in a federal jail, and his fellow citizens - Arab and non-Arab ■ 
ether he was a scapegoat or a terrorist. 
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